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The Montana Electrical JATC is now a bit over six months into administering our Partnership Grant.  After an expected period of preparation and training in grant process we put the available funds to work.  Continuing education classes were fashioned around the grant targets of energy efficiency, renewable energy, and power conservation.   Over the course of spring, these classes were conducted throughout the state.  The classes were financed entirely by the grant.  The LEED and Lighting Design, DMM and Power Quality Meters, and Photovoltaic classes are examples of that.  As we approach fall, we will begin to schedule more of these classes.  Among the classes, we hope to include (paid for by the grant) Photovoltaic Installations and OSHA 10.

Following the graduation of our apprentices this spring, we entered into a flurry of activity in an effort to purchase grant-related equipment and build labs for training both apprentices and journeymen.  Listed below are some of the items provided by the grant to this point:

· An enclosed trailer for mobile training
· 2 small wind turbines

· 2 thermal imagers

· 2 power quality meters

· An interactive trainer for wind and solar

· 20 laptop computers for mobile training (PLC, power quality etc.)
· An assortment of specialty meters (light, watt, SunEye, etc.)

· Programmable logic controllers

· Materials and equipment for an advanced lighting lab

· Materials and equipment for power quality labs

· Dozens of books for a reference library

· Equipment for solar systems

· Materials and equipment for various craft labs

In addition to the items above, we submitted (and await approval) for a flex-fuel pickup and teleconferencing equipment for the MEJATC in Helena as well as the IBEW offices in Billings, Missoula, and Kalispell.
Several valued partnerships have developed in our training.  NorthWestern Energy has partnered with the MEJATC to train and qualify those contractors interested in applying for (USB) funding when they contract with customers to install interactive (net metered) photovoltaic systems.  For contractors who qualify for the funding, they can offset as much as $6000.00 per solar installation.  You cannot compete in this market without the funding.  Through this partnership, 4 complete solar systems are being installed as part of the training, with IBEW contractors from every local in attendance.  The first class was conducted last month and a solar system was installed on a house for the benefit of high school students in building trades classes in Helena.  The second installation course is scheduled for August 17 and 18.  This course will include the installation of a 2.6 kW solar system here at here MEJATC training center.  Other installations will eventually follow, including a solar system on the IBEW Local 44 building in Butte.  Between grant funding and NW Energy, no part of this training is paid for by MEJATC operating funds.

In a few weeks, work will begin on a 60-foot wind training tower.  This project is an all-craft, grant partnership.  The tower will be located at the lineman’s JATC training center, which is only about 3 miles from our center.  Upon completion, the tower will be available for training (in rescue, climbing, wiring methods) journeymen and apprentices prior to their being dispatched to wind farm projects around the state.

As we enter into fall and winter, we hope to begin taking new labs and classes out to all the major cities in Montana for CE courses.  We have started the process of Montana Electrical Board class approval for the 2010-2012 licensing cycle.  In the next few months we hope to install (as CE training) a solar system at the IBEW Local 532 business office, the IBEW Local 768 office in Kalispell, as well as locations in Missoula and Helena.  These will be paid for through the grant.  

---Mitch Hegman          
